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We must then confine our remarks largely to activities in our own country, omitting of necessity much that is of great interest even here, and attempt to show by a few selected illustrations the trends of present day efforts and the newer and better methods of attack on industrial health problems. It is also desired to refer to the activities and aims of the Industrial Hygiene Section of the Association and point out how it may and does affiliate with other sections.
Various agencies are at work in the field of industrial health and are contributing towards the advancement and spread of knowledge on these lines. A few of our leading medical schools have for some years been offering courses in or related to industrial hygiene, usually in connection with public health training. This year sees the addition of at least one recruit to these ranks in the creation of an assistant professorship of industrial hygiene in the newly organized Public Health Institute at Columbia University. In the institutions above referred to, industrial health problems are offering more and more attractive fields for special research by staff and graduate students. The New York State Department of Labor is a notable exception to this, however, having recently created or reorganized a division of industrial hygiene under Dr. Leland Cofer which seems to be giving an excellent account of itself. It has just completed nearly a year's intensive study of the hazard of lead poisoning in the various industries of the state, and is trying to inaugurate a sort of exchange system of facts and opinions in connection with industrial diseases and accident prevention. Dr. Cofer feels that it has made considerable progress in informing the medical profession of the state and the employes and employers of the industrial hygiene conditions in the state, not only as found by the department investigators, but as learned from these very same doctors.
Pennsylvania has for several years produced nothing constructive in the way of industrial hygiene studies, but is now engaged in an intensive study of the hazards of spray painting, a rapidly developing method for the application of protective and decorative coatings of many kinds, such as paints, varnishes, enamels, lacquers, cement and fire clays. In Council in a study of the industrial medical service in the city. They showed that a very small proportion of the city's workers had any degree of health service while at work. As a result of this work the Philadelphia Health Council is offer-*ing to groups of 1,000 employes in small industries, as a demonstration, the benefits of a joint health service, including medical examinations and sanitary surveys. This work is in charge of a former member of the U. S. Public Health Service, a man of wide experience in industrial medicine and hygiene.
Industrial physicians of northern New Jersey have recently organized a similat local association which promises to be quite active.
The plant physician, however, cares for not more than 10 per cent of the country's workers, as shown by a committee report at our last annual meeting. The other 90 per cent must be cared for by group clinics and health services, by state labor or health departments, or left to their own devices.
The Conservancy Laboratories of Cincinnati, in addition to routine health service to industry, makes a point of conducting regularly some piece of scientific investigation of an industrial hygiene problem, and one of these studies will be presented at this meeting.
The need of constant vigilance in industrial health protection is shown by the occurrence of two cases of phosphorus necrosis of the jaw last year in a small fireworks factory in Maryland (a condition thought by most of us to be obsolete since the legislation against phosphorus matches), and by an outbreak of an entirely new type of industrial poisoning in a factory making luminous watch dials. This developed as a necrosis of the jaw, clinically resembling phosphorus necrosis, and apparently due to a radioactive substance.
But the most striking illustration was one that in the last year was responsible for a number of sudden deaths of a most disturbing type and which aroused a nation-wide interest. We refer, of course, to the deaths resulting from the manufacture of tetra-ethyl lead for use as an accelerator and anti-knock compound for gas engines. These cases were acute lead poisoning of the most violent maniacal type and were due to lack of care in developing manufacture, on a large scale, though the company which developed this new compound had done considerable research work before its introduction.
The widespread interest in these cases and the fears of the general intensive use by all classes of people led to the calling of a conference in May, 1925, of scientists from all over the United States in the office of the Surgeon General of the Public Health Service. The calling of such a general conference to consider and advise on an industrial health menace was an entirely new step in industrial hygiene and one calculated to stimulate interest in industrial health work as nothing else has previously done.
The corporation responsible for the development and introduction of ethyl gasoline voluntarily withdrew it from the general market pending a report on a further systematic investigation of its menace to health and as to the possibility of a widespread distribution of inorganic lead salt in the exhaust of motors. This investigation is planned and supervised by a committee of scientists of the highest standing, who were appointed by the Surgeon General, to report to him about January 1, 1926. This incident has called attention to the fact, already realized by some, that when manufacturing exists which is constantly producing new poisonous substances, we have no machinery for evaluating their dangers until much harm may have already been done.
In closing, let us consider the aims and objects of the Industrial Hygiene Section of this Association. " Govern-ment and convention everywhere were and still are devoting time and energies to extending accommodations in the shape of charity services to the disabled, rehabilitation and occasionally compensation, instead of devoting resources to prevention; and health workers were not and many still are not looking upon health of the worker or of the work place as a part of their genuine programs." Most of our industrially employed are in small industries which do not feel that they can afford health service. The laws in most states have placed such activities in labor departments and few of them are functioning efficiently in this respect. This section aims to bring together in a common bond those in labor departments, health departments, industrial medicine, and scientific institutions, who are actively engaged or interested in industrial health work of any kind; to encourage interchange of ideas, mutual helpfulness and the dissemination of information; and to spread the gospel of industrial health. Some of us have been endeavoring wherever it has been possible to stimulate local health officers to a greater interest in industrial health problems, and here and there we feel that we have succeeded.
This section has an active membership numbering many of the foremost workers in these lines in the country and a small but increasing list of enthusiastic Fellows, and we urge all who are vitally interested, or should be so, to join with us and increase our influence. 
